THE  SCANDINAVIANS                             l6l

Johan, a relation of Bernick, the leading light of the
town, had been surprised fifteen years before In an
intrigue with an actress, had robbed his father's business
and fled in disgrace to America. The actress had died
soon after, leaving a small daughter, Dina, whom Bernick
had adopted. Now Johan and his step-sister Lorna
have landed from an American ship that has put in for
repairs.

Bernick, as a respected citizen, is annoyed at their
arrival, especially at a moment when he is using his
influence to persuade the public to finance a railway
scheme. But his real trouble is a guilty conscience.
When Johan comes to the house we hear that it was Bernick
who had been with the actress and Johan who, eager to
escape to a freer life, had taken the blame. Nor had
any money been stolen. Bernick had spread the report
to account for the financial difficulties of the firm when
he took it over. Johan does not object at first. But
when he falls in love with Dina and a busybody tells
her that it was Johan who had ruined her mother, he
demands that Bernick should speak out. The other
argues that, though his fortunes had begun with a lie,
the livelihood of hundreds of workers1 depended on his
personal prestige. Unimpressed, Johan prepares to
re-embark, intending to settle up his affairs in America
and return to clear his name. Knowing that the repairs
are faulty, Bernick is tempted to let the boat sail, so
that Johan may be drowned and his secret kept. Lorna
urges him to speak out and then scornfully leaves him
to his conscience. Bernick then hears to his horror that
his little son has stowed away on the unseaworthy vessel.
He is in a panic, until he learns that the foreman, on his
own responsibility, has prevented the ship sailing.
Then, seeing how near disaster dishonesty has brought
him, Bernick at last speaks out. He reveals to the towns-
men his earlier deception and also his intention to make
an unfair profit from the railway scheme. He promises